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(54) Balloon for medical tube and medical tube equipped with the same 



(57) The cylindrical balloon is susceptible of bend- 
ing operations and comprises a low stretchable section 
(1) formed, by a partial cross-linking treatment, on the 
balloon along the circumferential direction thereof. A 
medical tube equipped with a balloon comprises a shaft 
tube (3) for being inserted into a living body, a cylindrical 
balloon liquid-tightly connected to the shaft tube at the 
periphery on the tip thereof, a first lumen (5) which is 
formed within the shaft tube and which communicates 
with the interior of the balloon, and at least one second 
lumen (6) which is formed within the shaft tube and 
which is opened at the tip of the shaft tube. Alternatively, 



the device may comprise a shaft tube which is inserted 
into a living body, a cylindrical balloon, on end of which 
is liquid-tightly connected to the shaft tube at the tip 
thereof, a long tool for medical treatments or for diag- 
noses, whose tip portion is liquid-tightly connected to 
the other end of the balloon directly or indirectly, and a 
lumen which is formed within the shaft tube and com- 
municates with the interior of the balloon so that a liquid 
can pass through the balloon and which accommodates 
the long tool for medical treatments or for diagnoses, 
wherein the cylindrical balloon is the same as that de- 
fined above. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a balloon tor med- 
ical tubes and a medical tube equipped with such a bal- 
loon. More specifically, the present invention pertains to s 
a balloon for medical tubes, which has variable benda- 
bility, which can impart, to a medical tube to be inserted 
into a living body for examinations and/or treatments, a 
direction-selecting function (the ability to select the 
course or direction of the tip of the medical tube) due to 
the variable or arbitrary bendability of the balloon or can 
impart, to the medical tube, a function of separating tis- 
sues by the variable bending motions of the balloon, 
while making the most use of the difference in the partial 
stretchability of the balloon induced when a pressurized 
fluid is injected therein, as well as a medical tube 
equipped with such a balloon. 

Operations performed in the past requiring severe 
operative invasion has gradually been superseded by 
the operative techniques with less operative invasion. 
For instance, there have spectacularly been spread 
widely therapeutic methods with minimum invasion ther- 
apy (MIT), mainly based on techniques which make use 
of catheters and endoscopes, such as PTCA, PTA and 
stent techniques, atelectomy, embolization and opera- 
tions performed under an endoscope. 

In particular, in the field of the catheter techniques, 
there have been developed a variety of balloon -cathe- 
ters in order to, for instance, supply a medical fluid or 
an infusion solution to a specific site in a body cavity 
such as a blood vessel, a digestive tract, a uterine tube 
or a ureter, or to expand a site with a stenosis by the 
expansive force of a balloon. 

However, a higher operative technique will require 
the development of a catheter whose tip portion has an 
ability to select its course of advancement by the bend- 
ing of the same. In respect of the bending mechanism 
of the tip of a catheter, various structures have been pro- 
posed, but they are ail complicated and the diameter of 
the catheters would inevitably be increased. 

In addition, a catheter has conventionally been 
used only for the body cavities, except for a part of op- 
erations performed under endoscopes. However, there 
has been desired for the development of a catheter tech- 
nique which is not limited only to the transluminal ap- 
proach techniques which make use of biological tracts 
and/or cavities such as blood vessels, as the area of 
catheter application is widely expanded. 

A cavity shou Id be formed within a variety of tissues 
by a less frictional means to treat a target site by letting 
a catheter arrive at a desired site from the exterior of a 
biological tract or cavity, unlike the technique which 
makes use of the biological tract or cavity. To this end, 
tissues should often be separated over a wide area. Af- 
ter the catheter arrives at the desired portion, various 
tools may be adapted to carry out diagnosis and/or treat- 
ments through the use of the multiple lumens of the cath- 
eter. 



As a method for separating tissues, the tip of a cath- 
eter may continuously be deformed and moved after the 
catheter arrives at the desired site on the tissue to be 
separated. Various structures have been proposed, as 
the bending mechanisms of the tip of the catheter, but 
all of them are very complicated and the diameter of the 
catheters would inevitably be increased. Moreover, 
there has not yet been developed any multifunctional 
catheter designed from the viewpoint of the non-trans- 
luminal approach to the tissue separation from the out- 
side of the biological tract or cavity. 

The present invention has been developed to solve 
the foregoing various problems associated with the con- 
ventional techniques and accordingly, an object of the 
present invention is to provide a balloon for medical 
tubes, which has variable bendability, which can impart 
a direction-selecting function due to the variable bend- 
ability of the balloon to a medical tube inserted into a 
living body for examinations and/or treatments, while 
making the most use of the difference in partial stretch- 
ability of the balloon induced when a pressurized fluid 
is injected therein, which has a simple structure and 
whose diameter can substantially be reduced, as well 
as a medical tube equipped with such a balloon. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a medical tubular structure equipped with a balloon de- 
signed from the viewpoint of the non-transluminal ap- 
proach to the tissue separation from the outside of the 
biological tract or cavity, which thus has a function for 
separating biological tissues by the variable ability of the 
balloon to undergo bending motions, which has a simple 
structure and whose diameter can be reduced. 

The inventors of this invention have conducted var- 
ious studies to achieve the aforementioned objects and 
have found that variable bending ability can be imparted 
to a balloon and a direction-selecting function can thus 
be imparted thereto. In other words, a low stretchable 
section is partially formed on a cylindrical balloon along 
its circumferential direction by a cross-linking treatment 
to thus ensure a partial difference in the stretchability of 
the balloon. Accordingly, the balloon can expand to a 
large extent on the side of the high stretchable section, 
while the balloon on the side of the low stretchable sec- 
tion can expand to a lesser extent, when a pressurized 
fluid is injected therein. Thus, the balloon undergoes 
bending towards the side of the low stretchable section 
and the degree of the bending can be controlled by ap- 
propriately adjusting the pressure of the pressurized flu- 
id. Accordingly, the inventors have completed an aspect 
of the present invention on the basis of the foregoing 
findings. 

Alternatively, the inventors have also found the fol- 
lowing. A cylindrical balloon is partially subjected to a 
cross-linking treatment to thus form at least two low 
stretchable sections over less than a half of the circum- 
ferential region on the cylindrical balloon, which partially 
extends in the axial direction of the balloon, these sec- 
tions having low stretchability are arranged in such a 
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manner that the positions thereof are deviated from one 
another in the axial direction of the balloon, preferably 
these sections substantially do not overlap with each 
other in the axial direction of the balloon, and they are 
arranged in the opposite circumferential directions of the 
balloon. Thus, the balloon can expand to a large extent 
on the side of the high stretchable section, while the bal- 
loon on the side of the low stretchable section can ex- 
pand to a lesser extent, when a pressurized fluid is in- 
jected therein. Accordingly, the balloon undergoes 
bending in an S-shaped form, towards the side of the 
low stretchable section and the degree of the bending 
can be controlled by appropriately adjusting the pres- 
sure of the pressurized fluid. Accordingly, an ability of 
variable bending motions can be imparted to the balloon 
by applying a pulsative pressure of a pressurized fluid 
to the balloon and a tissue-separating function can thus 
be imparted thereto. Accordingly, the inventors have 
likewise completed another aspect of the present inven- 
tion. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a cylindrical balloon for medical tubes, 
which has an ability to bend and which comprises a sec- 
tion having low stretchability (low stretchable section) 
partially formed, by a cross-linking treatment, on the bal- 
loon along the circumferential direction thereof. 

In the balloon for medical tubes according to pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, the low 
stretchable section which is formed by a partial cross- 
linking treatment extends, over less than a half of the 
circumferential region on the cylindrical balloon, along 
the axial direction thereof; or a first low stretchable sec- 
tion which is formed by a partial cross-linking treatment 
partially extends, over less than a half of the circumfer- 
ential region on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial 
direction thereof, while a second low stretchable section 
which is formed by a partial cross-linking treatment par- 
tially extends, over less than a half of the circumferential 
region on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial direc- 
tion thereof, and the first and second low stretchable 
sections are circumferentially arranged in opposite di- 
rections of the balloon and are also arranged in such a 
manner that the positions thereof are deviated from one 
another in the axial direction of the balloon. However, 
the arrangement of these low stretchable sections is not 
limited to the foregoing embodiments or patterns. For 
instance, the sections may helically extend in the axial 
direction of the balloon or extend at an angle with re- 
spect to the axial direction of the balloon, or further at 
least three such sections may be arranged alternately 
and oppositely along the circumferential direction of the 
balloon. 

According to another aspect of the present inven- 
tion, there is also provided a medical tube equipped with 
a balloon, which comprises: 

a shaft tube for being inserted into a living body; 
a cylindrical balloon liquid-tightly connected to the 



shaft tube at the periphery of the tip thereof; 
a first lumen which is provided within the shaft tube 
and communicates with the interior of the balloon; 
and 

s at least one second lumen which is formed within 
the shaft tube and is opened at the tip thereof; 

wherein the cylindrical balloon comprises a low stretch- 
able section which is partially formed on the circumfer- 
10 ential region on the balloon by a cross-linking treatment. 
In this respect, the foregoing cylindrical balloon 
used comprises a first low stretchable section, which is 
formed by a partial cross-linking treatment and which 
partially extends, over less than a half of the circumfer- 
is ential region on the balloon, along the axial direction 
thereof; and a second low stretchable section, which is 
formed by a partial cross-linking treatment and which 
partially extends, over less than a half of the circumfer- 
ential region on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial 
20 direction of the balloon; the first and second sections 
being circumferentially arranged in opposite directions 
of the balloon and arranged in such a manner that the 
positions thereof are deviated from one another (or they 
are not in line with each other) in the axial direction of 
25 the balloon. The use of the cylindrical balloon can en- 
sure the achievement of a sufficient tissue-separating 
function due to the variable bending motions of the bal- 
loon. 

According to a further aspect of the present inven- 
30 tion, there is also provided a medical tube equipped with 
a balloon, which comprises: 

a shaft tube for being inserted into a living body; 
a cylindrical balloon, one end of which is liquid-tight- 
35 |y connected to the shaft tube at the tip thereof; 

a long tool for medical treatments or for diagnoses, 
whose tip portion is liquid-tightly connected to the 
other end of the balloon directly or indirectly; and 
a first lumen which is formed within the shaft tube 
40 and communicates with the interior of the balloon 
so that a liquid can pass through the balloon and 
which accommodates the long tool for medical 
treatments or for diagnoses; 

45 or a medical tube equipped with a balloon, which com- 
prises: 

a shaft tube for being inserted into a living body; 
a cylindrical balloon, one end of which isliquid-tight- 
so fy connected to the shaft tube at the tip thereof; 

a long tool for medical treatments or for diagnoses, 
whose tip portion is liquid-tightly connected to the 
other end of the balloon directly or indirectly; 
a first lumen which is formed within the shaft tube 
55 and communicates with the interior of the balloon 
so that a liquid can pass through the balloon and 
which accommodates the long tool for medical 
treatments or for diagnoses; and 
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at least one second lumen which is formed within 
the shaft tube and is opened at the periphery of the 
tip thereof; wherein the cylindrical balloon compris- 
es an area having low extensibility which is partially 
formed on the peripheral portion of the balloon by a 
cross-linking treatment. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective diagram showing an embod- 
iment of the balloon for medical tubes according to 
the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken along the line 
ll-ll in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective diagram showing another 
embodiment of the balloon for medical tubes ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view showing a part of a 
first embodiment of the medical tube equipped with 
a balloon according to the present invention; 
Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view taken along the line 
V-V in Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view showing another ex- 
ample of the first embodiment of the medical tube 
equipped with a balloon according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 7 is a cross sectional view showing a part of a 
second embodiment of the medical tube equipped 
with a balloon according to the present invention; 
Fig. 8 is a cross sectional view showing a part of a 
third embodiment of the medical tube equipped with 
a balloon according to the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is a cross sectional view showing another ex- 
ample of the third embodiment of the medical tube 
equipped with a balloon according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 10 is a cross sectional view showing the bal- 
loon, in its bent state, of the medical tube equipped 
with a balloon shown in Fig. 7; and 
Fig. 11 is a cross sectional view showing the bal- 
loon, in its S-shaped bent state, of the medical tube 
equipped with a balloon shown in Fig. 3. 

In the present invention, examples of materials from 
which the balloon is formed include various kinds of pol- 
ymer materials, for instance, various kinds of polyolefins 
such as polyethylenes such as low density polyethyl- 
ene, linear low density polyethylene, medium density 
polyethylene and high density polyethylene; polypropyl- 
ene and ethylene-propylene copolymer; modified poly- 
olefins such as modified polyethylene and modified 
polypropylene; ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer (EVA); 
ethylene-ethyl acrylate copolymer; soft polyvinyl chlo- 
ride; silicone (for instance, siloxane) copolymers; fluo- 
rine plastics such as polytetrafluoroethylene; various 
kinds of diene polymers; various kinds of elastomers 
such as polyamide elastomers and olefinic elastomer; 
and other various polymeric materials such as natural 
rubber, polyurethane, silicone, polyisoprene and polya- 
mide. Among these materials, preferably used herein 



are natural rubber, polyethylene, modified polyethylene, 
soft polyvinyl chloride and silicone, since they have high 
flexibility and can easily be cross-linked, with polyethyl- 
ene and modified polyethylene being more preferred 
s and low density polyethylene being particularly pre- 
ferred. 

In the present invention, these materials may be 
used alone, but they may also be used in the form of 
polymer alloys obtained by blending with, as minor com- 

10 ponents, other resin materials in an amount which does 
not interfere with the cross-linking of the materials and 
the extension of the resulting balloon or obtained by co- 
polymerization with such other resin materials. In this 
respect, the term "polymer alloys" herein used refers to 

'5 the concept which embraces polymer blends, graft co- 
polymers, block copolymers and random copolymers. 

Moreover, materials from which the balloon is 
formed may likewise include those which can be cross- 
linked, by nature, when it is irradiated with y-rays or elec- 
ta tron rays and the like or combinations of materials which 
are hardly cross-linked by nature, with a variety of cross- 
linking agents. In addition, it is also possible to use a 
material capable of being easily cross-linked by nature 
to which a cross-linking agent is additionally added. 

25 in respect of the balloon according to the present 
invention, a low stretchable section can easily be formed 
on only a part of the balloon along the circumferential 
direction thereof by cross-linking the balloon in such a 
manner that the former has an extent of cross-linking 

30 (degree of cross-linking) different from that of the re- 
maining section of the balloon along the circumferential 
direction thereof, whereby one can secure a sufficient 
difference between the percentages of elongation of the 
low and high stretchable sections. Accordingly, the bal- 

35 loon can be bent to a considerable extent by incorporat- 
ing such a balloon into a medical tube and then injecting 
a fluid into the balloon. In the balloon of the present in- 
vention, the low stretchable section distributed along the 
circumferential direction of the balloon can be formed 

40 without using a material different from that used for form- 
ing the remaining section of the balloon. In other words, 
the whole of the balloon may be formed from a single 
material and then only a part of the balloon in the cir- 
cumferential direction thereof is cross-linked. This may 

45 eliminate any problem which possibly arises when the 
balloon is formed from two different materials, for in- 
stance, any separation and break of these two materials 
at the boundary therebetween and accordingly, highly 
safe balloons can stably be produced. 

so The cross-linking treatment used in the present in- 
vention may, for instance, be the radiation cross-linking 
method wherein materials such as polyethylene and soft 
polyvinyl chloride which are susceptible to cross-linking 
by nature are irradiated with, for instance, high-energy 

55 radiations such as electron rays and y-rays (in particular 
cases, they also include, for instance, X-rays, p-rays, 
heavy charged particle beams and neutron beams) and 
ultraviolet light rays; cross-linking treatments wherein a 
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variety of cross-linking agents are incorporated into pol- 
ymeric materials and then irradiated with, for instance, 
high-energy radiations such as electron rays and y-rays 
(in particular cases, they also include, for instance, X- 
rays, p-rays, heavy charged particle beams and neutron 
beams) and ultraviolet light rays; or cross-linking treat- 
ments in which polymeric materials are cross-linked by 
the application of heat. 

The cross-linking agents usable herein may be se- 
lected from a wide variety of conventionally known ones 
which can preferably be combined with plastic materials 
used. In addition, the cross-linking agents may properly 
be selected depending on the cross-linking means se- 
lected such as cross-linking by irradiation with electron 
rays, y-rays and ultraviolet rays and cross-linking by 
heating. Specific examples of cross-linking agents in- 
clude organic peroxides such as 2,4-dichlorobenzoyl 
peroxide, benzoyl peroxide, U-di-(t-butylperoxy)- 
3,3,5-trimethyl cyclohexane, n-butyl-4,4'-di-(t-butylper- 
oxy)valerate, a,a'-bis(t-butylperoxy diisopropyl) ben- 
zene, 2,5-dimethyl-2,5-di-(t-butylperoxy)hexyne-3, di-t- 
butyl peroxide, 2,5-dimethyl-2,5-di-(t-butylperoxy)hex- 
ane, t-butylperoxy cumene and dicumyl peroxide; sulfur 
atom-containing compounds such as sulfur, sulfur chlo- 
ride and dithiol; cross-linking agents which can generate 
radicals through, for instance, thermal decomposition, 
redox decomposition and ionique decomposition and 
wherein the resulting radicals pick up hydrogen atoms 
to thus form crosslinks, such as aminoazobenzene, qui- 
none and polynitrobenzene; or various kinds of acr- 
ylates, methacrylates or triesters such as p-acryloy- 
loxyethyl hydrogen succinate, lauryl acrylate, ethylene 
glycol dimethacrylate, diethylene glycol dimethacrylate, 
triethylene glycol dimethacrylate, polyethylene glycol 
dimethacrylate, 1,3-butylene glycol dimethacrylate, 
1,6-hexanediol dimethacrylate, neopentyl glycol 
dimethacrylate, polypropylene glycol diacrylate, 2,2-bis 
[4-(acryloxy- diethoxy)phenyl]propane, 2-hydroxy-l- 
acryloxy-3-methacryloxy propane, trimethylolpropane 
trimethacrylate, trimethylolpropane triacrylate, tetrame- 
thylolmethane triacrylate, tetramethylolmethane 
tetraacrylate, ditrimethylolpropane tetraacrylate, di 
(meth)acrylate, trimethacrylate and tetra(meth) acr- 
ylate. 1 

When using such a cross-linking agent, a balloon 
which comprises sections, distributed along the circum- 
ferential direction thereof, having a content of a cross- 
linking agent higher than that in the remaining sections 
is formed by, for instance, extrusion molding or blow 
molding using a combination of a cross-linking agent- 
containing resin and a resin free of any cross-linking 
agent, or a combination of a resin having a relatively 
high content of a cross-linking agent and a resin having 
a relatively low content thereof and then the balloon is 
irradiated with the foregoing electron rays or ultraviolet 
rays or heat is applied thereto to thus induce a difference 
in physical properties between the sections formed from 
the foregoing two kinds of resins. In this case, the dose 



of, for instance, ultraviolet rays for irradiation or the 
quantity of heat to be applied to the balloon may be uni- 
form over the whole balloon in the circumferential direc- 
tion or may be selected such that the section having a 
5 higher content of the cross-linking agent is irradiated or 
heated to a higher extent as compared with the remain- 
ing sections. In case where the cross-linking agent is 
only partially added to the balloon along its circumfer- 
ential direction, only the corresponding sections may be 
10 irradiated with radiant rays or heated to form crosslinks 
or control the physical properties of the sections. 

In case where a cross-linking agent is incorporated 
into a starting resin, the resin containing the cross-link- 
ing agent may be different from that free of any cross- 
is linking agent (or that containing it in a small amount), 
but these resins are preferably identical or similar to one 
another (same polymer group, for instance, polyamide 
and polyamide elastomer, and as other combination, 
PET and polyester elastomer). In addition, these resins 
are preferably compatible with one another and, in this 
sense, combinations of the same kind of polymer mate- 
rials are preferably used in the present invention. 

Among the foregoing cross-linking treatments, the 
simplest is to form crosslinks by the radiation cross-link- 
ing. This method permits the precise control of the po- 
sitions and shapes of the low stretchable section formed 
on the balloon by the use of an appropriate mask (or a 
barrier material) in a uniform radiation field and thus the 
low stretchable section can be formed in various em- 
bodiments such as an embodiment in which the section 
extends along the axial direction, an embodiment in 
which a first low stretchable section and a second low 
stretchable section are present on the opposite sides 
along the circumferential direction of a cylindrical bal- 
loon and they are not in line with each other in the axial 
direction of the balloon, an embodiment wherein the 
section helically extends along the axial direction of the 
balloon, an embodiment wherein the section obliquely 
extends with respect to the axial direction of the balloon 
or a pattern wherein at least three sections are alter- 
nately arranged along the circumferential direction of 
the balloon. 

The balloon for medical tubes and the medical tube 
equipped with such a balloon according to the present 
invention will be described in more detail below, with ref- 
erence to the embodiments as shown in the attached 
figures. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective diagram showing the balloon 
for medical tubes according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention and Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view 
taken along the line ll-ll in Fig. 1. As will be seen from 
Figs. 1 and 2, the balloon for medical tubes according 
to the first embodiment of the present invention com- 
prises a relatively low stretchable section 1 which is 
formed by a selective cross-linking treatment and a rel- 
atively high stretchable section 2 and the relatively low 
stretchable section 1 extends, over less than a half of 
the circumferential region on the cylindrical balloon, 
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along the axial direction of the balloon, respectively. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective diagram showing the balloon 
for medical tubes according to another embodiment of 
the present invention, the balloon as shown in this figure 
comprises first and second relatively low stretchable 
sections 1A and 18 which are formed by a selective 
cross-linking treatment and a relatively high stretchable 
section 2, the first low stretchable section 1A partially 
extends over less than a half, for instance, about half of 
the circumferential region on the cylindrical balloon, 
along the axial direction of the balloon, while the second 
low stretchable section 1 B partially extends over less 
than a half, for instance, about half of the circumferential 
region on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial direc- 
tion of the balloon, the sections 1A and 1B are present 
on the opposite sides of the balloon respectively and 
they are deviated from one another in the axial direction 
of the balloon, preferably they substantially do not over- 
lap with each other in the axial direction of the balloon. 

In the foregoing low stretchable sections 1 , 1 A, 1 B, 
the stretch ability may continuously or stepwise be 
changed between neighboring sections distributed 
along the circumferential direction of the balloon and the 
rate of the low stretchable section 1 , 1 A, 1 B with respect 
to the whole circumferential area of the balloon is pref- 
erably not more than 30% and more preferably not more 
than 10%. In addition, the low stretchable section 1, 1A, 
1 B may extend over only a part of the length on the bal- 
loon in the axial direction or may continuously or inter- 
mittently extend over the entire length thereof, depend- 
ing on the desired degree of bending and the curved 
shape of the balloon observed when using a medical 
tube equipped with such a balloon. 

A cylindrical balloon including two low stretchable 
sections is shown in Fig. 3, but a cylindrical balloon com- 
prising at least three such low stretchable sections may 
likewise be used in the present invention. For instance, 
when the balloon comprises three such sections, the 
first low stretchable section extends over a part of the 
circumferential direction of the balloon and over about 
1/3 time the length of the balloon in the axial direction, 
the second low stretchable section extends over a part 
of the circumferential direction of the balloon and over 
about 1/3 time the length of the balloon in the axial di- 
rection and the third low stretchable section extends 
over a part of the circumferential direction of the balloon 
and over about 1/3 time the length of the balloon in the 
axial direction. In this case, the three low stretchable 
sections may be arranged as follows: the first and sec- 
ond sections are present on the opposite sides of the 
balloon in the circumferential direction, while the first 
and third sections are present on the same side of the 
balloon in the circumferential direction, and these three 
sections are distributed on the side of the balloon in such 
a manner that they are not in line with each other in the 
axial direction of the balloon. 

The difference in stretchability can be imparted to 
the balloon by appropriately changing mechanical prop- 



erties such as the rate of drawing, elasticity modulus, 
rigidity and hardness of the material constituting the bal- 
loon, or physical properties such as the thickness of the 
balloon to thus establish a difference in each value be- 
5 tween sections on the balloon, but the cross-linking 
treatment is the simplest method for establishing such 
a difference and the position and the shape of the low 
stretchable section 1 , 1 A, 1 B formed on the balloon can 
precisely be controlled. Therefore, the balloon of the 
10 present invention is limited to a cylindrical balloon for 
medical tubes, which is equipped with low stretchable 
sections formed by a cross-linking method. 

The cross-linking treatment used in the invention 
will hereinafter be explained in more detail while taking, 
*5 as an example, the case where a balloon having a partial 
difference in the stretchability is formed by selectively 
establishing a difference in the stretchability by the elec- 
tron radiation cross-linking. For instance, a balloon is 
formed using a low density polyethylene and the stretch- 
es ability thereof is changed by changing the dose of elec- 
tron rays, i.e., the degree of cross-linking along the cir- 
cumferential direction. Preferably, the high stretchable 
section 2 formed on the balloon is irradiated with elec- 
tron rays at a dose ranging from 5 to 35 Mrad, while the 
25 low stretchable section 1 , 1 A, 1 B is irradiated with elec- 
tron rays at a dose of 3 to 10 Mrad higher than that used 
for the irradiation of the high stretchable section. More 
preferably, the high stretchable section 2 is irradiated 
with electron rays at a dose ranging from 20 to 25 Mrad, 
30 while the latter is irradiated with electron rays at a dose 
of 3 to 5 Mrad higher than that used for the irradiation 
of the former. 

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view showing a part of a 
first embodiment of the medical tube equipped with a 
35 balloon according to the present invention and Fig. 5 is 
a cross sectional view taken along the line V-V in Fig. 4. 
As will be seen from Figs. 4 and 5, the medical tube ac- 
cording to the first embodiment of the present invention 
comprises a shaft tube 3 for being inserted into a living 
40 body and a cylindrical balloon 4 which is liquid-tightly 
connected to the shaft tube 3 at the periphery of the tip 
thereof. Furthermore, a first lumen 5 is provided within 
the shaft tube 3 and communicates with the interior of 
the balloon 4 and at least one second lumen 6 is pro- 
45 vided within the shaft tube 3 and is opened at the tip of 
the tube. In this embodiment of the present invention, 
the cylindrical balloon 4 has a particular shape and spe- 
cific properties as has been described above in connec- 
tion with Figs. 1 and 2 or Fig. 3. 
50 The foregoing shaft tube 3 is constituted by, for in- 
stance, a polymeric material having a certain degree of 
flexibility, such as polyethylene, polyethylene terephtha- 
late, soft polyvinyl chloride, polypropylene, poly- 
urethane, polyamide, potyimide, polytetrafluoroethyl- 
55 ene, silicone rubber or ethylene-vinyl acetate copoly- 
mer. 

Moreover, the outer surface of the shaft tube 3 and 
the balloon 4 may be coated with a iow-f rictional material 
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such as a hydrophilic polymer (e.g., maleic anhydride 
copolymer) or a fluorine-containing resin (e.g., poly- 
tetrafluoroethylene) in order to reduce the friction be- 
tween the tube and the balloon and a body cavity en- 
countered when the medical tube is inserted into the 
body cavity. 

In the medical tube according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention, a tubular reinforcing ma- 
terial is preferably embedded in the shaft tube 3 in the 
proximity of the periphery thereof over a part or the 
whole length of the tube 3 so as to surround each lumen 
5, 6. Examples of the reinforcing material include those 
produced from metallic materials such as stainless steel 
and superelastic alloys; those produced from resin ma- 
terials such as polyamide, polyethylene, polypropylene, 
polyester, polyimide and ABS resins; and those consti- 
tuted by filament-like bodies of, for instance, carbon fib- 
ers, with braided bodies obtained by crossing such fila- 
ment-like bodies each other in the form of a braid being 
particularly preferred. The incorporation of such a rein- 
forcing material permits an increase in the torsional ri- 
gidity of the shaft tube 3 and this in turn ensures the 
effective transfer, to the tip of the shaft tube, of the ro- 
tatory power generated when the tube is rotated at the 
base end thereof, i.e., the improvement of the torque- 
transfer characteristics of the tube. Moreover, the use 
of such a reinforcing material also inhibits and obstruc- 
tion or stenosis of the lumen 5, 6 even when the shaft 
tube 3 is bent, in particular, at a sharp angle. 

In addition, the X-ray radiogpaque property is pref- 
erably imparted to the shaft tube 3 so that the position 
of the shaft tube 3 can be confirmed by the radioscopy, 
when it is inserted into a living body. Examples of the 
method for imparting the susceptibility to the X-ray radi- 
ography include those comprising the step of incorpo- 
rating, into the material for the shaft tube 3, a radiopaque 
substance such as barium sulfate, bismuth oxide or 
tungsten and those comprising the step of embedding 
a marker comprising such a radiopaque substance in a 
predetermined position on the tube 3 or adhering such 
a marker to the surface thereof. 

In the medical tube according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention, a pressure can be applied 
to the first lumen 5 which communicates with the interior 
of the balloon by connecting it to a pressing fluid source 
through a fluid pressure controller; by connecting it to a 
pressing fluid source through a fluid pressure controller 
capable of applying a pulsatile pressure; or by applying 
a pulsatile pressure to the balloon using a pulsating 
pump for generating pulsatile pressure. The pressing 
fluid may be a gas or a liquid. The fluid pressure con- 
troller can adjust the pressure, to be applied to the bal- 
loon, to the range of preferably from 0 to 1 5 atm and the 
pulse frequency of the pressure when it is applied to the 
balloon in a series of pulses ranges from 1 to 20 Hz and 
the minimum and maximum levels of the pulsatile pres- 
sure applied to the balloon are 0 atm and 1 ~ 5 atm, 
respectively. The angle of bending or that of S-shaped 



bending varies arbitrarily or in any series of pulses in 
response to the applied pressure or the pressure varia- 
tion and the balloon is in general bent at an angle rang- 
ing from 0 to 90 deg. Furthermore, the application of a 
5 pulse-like pressure gives rise to, for instance, S-shaped 
bending motions. It is preferred that the balloon does 
not undergo any S-shaped bending form when the min- 
imum pulse-like pressure is applied, but it is bent in an 
S-shaped form when the maximum pulse-like pressure 
10 is applied. The pulse frequency of the pressure applied 
to the balloon varies depending on the energy required 
for the separation of biological tissues, but preferably it 
in general falls within the range of from 1 to 20 Hz. The 
fluid pressure controller may be adjusted manually or 
15 electrically. 

As has been discussed above, the medical tube of 
the present invention comprises the relatively low 
stretchable section and the relatively high stretchable 
section and accordingly, if a fluid pressure is applied to 
20 the balloon, the balloon undergoes bending towards the 
side of the relatively low stretchable section and the 
shaft tube is also bent in response thereto. In other 
words, the extent of the bending can continuously be 
changed in proportion to the applied fluid pressure. The 
25 shape of the bent balloon is changed depending on the 
shape and arrangement, on the balloon, of the relatively 
low stretchable section(s). Therefore, the balloon per- 
mits appropriate selection of branchings of the biological 
tubular cavities and the medical tube can be forced even 
30 in tissues other than the biological tubular cavities while 
appropriately selecting the course of progress. In addi- 
tion, the direction of the opening at the tip of the shaft 
tube can also be changed continuously by bending the 
shaft tube and accordingly, the site to be examined or 
35 treated can precisely be specified. 

In the medical tube according to the first embodi- 
ment of the present invention, at least one second lumen 
6 which is opened at the tip of the shaft tube may serve 
as a channel through which a guide wire, tools for med- 
40 jcal treatments or diagnoses, or the like can be inserted. 
Examples of such tools for medical treatments or diag- 
noses are endoscopes, forceps, a variety of treatment 
tools, brushes for cytologic examination, needles, 
probes (for use in, for instance, lithocenosis, laser ray- 
45 irradiation and abrasion) emitting or generating high-fre- 
quency waves, ultrasonics and hydraulic impulse 
waves; and a variety of sensors and leading wires there- 
for. 

Moreover, the medical tube of the present invention 
50 permits the injection of a fluid into biological tissues or 
tubular organs or the suction of a fluid, through the 
space formed between the tools for medical treatments 
or diagnoses and the wall of the lumen, or through an- 
other second lumen 6. More specifically, the medical 
55 tube is inserted into a living body to thus administer, for 
instance, a medical fluid into indwelling biological tis- 
sues and tubular organs, or the tube is used as a flush 
channel for injecting a transparent liquid (such as phys- 
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iological saline and a glucose injection) used for forcing 
out a body fluid such as the blood or the bile which ob- 
struct the view when observing biological tissues or tu- 
bular organs with an endoscope. 

The medical tube shown in Figs. 4 and 5 comprises 
a single second lumen 6, but the medical tube according 
to the present invention may be equipped with two or 
more second lumens 6 as shown in Fig. 6 depending on 
the applications thereof. Such a shaft tube provided with 
multiple lumens and the method for producing the same 
are known from the prior art. 

Fig. 7 is a cross sectional view showing a part of the 
medical tube according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. The medical tube according to a sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention comprises a 
shaft tube 3 which is inserted into a living body; a cylin- 
drical balloon 4 liquid-tightly connected to the shaft tube 
3 at the one end thereof; and a long tool 7 for medical 
treatments or diagnoses whose tip portion is directly or 
indirectly connected to the other end of the cylindrical 
balloon in a liquid-tight manner. A first lumen 5 which is 
provided within the shaft tube 3 and communicates with 
the interior of the balloon to thus allow the passage of a 
fluid therethrough and the long tool 7 for medical treat- 
ments or diagnoses are accommodated in the first lu- 
men 5. In this embodiment of the present invention, the 
cylindrical balloon 4 has a particular shape and specific 
properties as has been described above in connection 
with Figs. 1 and 2 or Fig. 3. 

Examples of such tools 7 for medical treatments or 
diagnoses are endoscopes, forceps, a variety of treat- 
ment tools, brushes for cytologic examination, probes 
(for use in, for instance, lithocenosis, laser ray-irradia- 
tion and abrasion) emitting or generating high-frequen- 
cy waves, ultrasonics and hydraulic impulse waves; and 
a variety of sensors and leading wires therefor. 

In the medical tube according to the second embod- 
iment of the present invention, the long tool 7 for medical 
treatments or diagnoses may be connected to the cylin- 
drical balloon 4 by directly connecting these members, 
by indirectly connecting them through another tube or 
by indirectly connecting them through another tube 
which is laid across these members. 

The embodiment shown in Fig. 7 relates to an ex- 
ample in which an endoscope for observing biological 
tissues or the interior of tubular organs is incorporated 
into the medical tube as the tool 7 for medical treatments 
or diagnoses. The endoscope comprises a light-trans- 
mitting fiber bundle 71 (light-guiding fiber bundle), a 
light-receiving fiber bundle 72 (image fiber bundle) and 
a lens 73 fitted to the tip of the light-receiving fiber bun- 
dle 72. The tip of the light-transmitting fiber bundle 71 
extends over the lens 73 and arrives at the tip of the 
medical tube. Then the other end (tip) of the cylindrical 
balloon 4 is liquid-tightly connected to the light-transmit- 
ting fiber bundle 71 and the lens 73 by an adhesive 74. 

The medical tube according to the second embod- 
iment of the present invention is free of any lumen which 



is opened at the tip of the shaft tube and therefore, this 
embodiment does not permit the injection of a fluid into 
biological tissues or the interior of tubular organs or the 
suction of a fluid therefrom. As has been explained 

5 above in connection with the medical tube equipped with 
the balloon as shown in Fig. 4, however, the angle of 
bending and the shape of the bent balloon or the medical 
tube can arbitrarily be changed in proportion to the con- 
trolled pressure of the fluid pressure controller if the first 

10 lumen 5, which communicates with the interior of the 
balloon 4, is connected to the source of a pressing fluid 
through the fluid pressure controller, when practically 
using the medical tube, and the extent of the bending 
can continuously be changed in response to the fluid 

is pressure. For this reason, the medical tube allows the 
tool for medical treatments or disgnoses to proceed to 
a desired direction. For instance, when the medical tube 
having a built-in endoscope is forced in a biological tu- 
bular cavity, the branching through which the tube may 

20 advance can appropriately be selected while observing 
and confirming with the endoscope to thus be able to 
precisely specify the site to be examined. Moreover, the 
medical tube has a quite simple structure and the diam- 
eter thereof can be made very small. 

25 in the medical tube according to the second embod- 
iment of the present invention, the angle of bending of 
the bent balloon or the medical tube can arbitrarily be 
changed in proportion to the controlled pressure applied 
by the fluid pressure controller and the pulse-like pres- 

30 sure-generating pulsatile pump if the first lumen 5, which 
communicates with the interior of the balloon 4, is con- 
nected to the source of a pressing fluid through the fluid 
pressure controller and to the pulse-like pressure-gen- 
erating pulsatile pump, when practically using the med- 

35 ical tube, and the extent of the bending can continuously 
be changed in response to the fluid pressure and the 
pulsatile pressure, as has been explained above in con- 
nection with the medical tube shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
Accordingly, the balloon can guide the medical tube to- 

40 wards a desired direction, while separating biological 
tissues and observing and confirming them with the en- 
doscope. Moreover, the medical tube has a quite simple 
structure and the diameter thereof can be made very 
small. 

45 Figs. 8 and 9 each is a cross sectional view showing 
a part of the medical tube according to a third embodi- 
ment of the present invention. The medical tube accord- 
ing to the third embodiment of the present invention 
comprises a shaft tube 3 which is inserted into a living 

so body; a cylindrical balloon 4 whose one end is liquid- 
tightly connected to the tip of the shaft tube 3; and a long 
tool 7 for medical treatments or diagnoses, whose tip 
portion is directly or indirectly connected, liquid-tightly, 
to the other end of the cylindrical balloon 4. A first lumen 

55 5 is formed within the shaft tube 3 and communicates 
with the interior of the balloon 4 so that a fluid can pass 
therethrough and at least one second lumen 6 is also 
formed within the shaft tube 3 and is opened at the pe- 
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riphery of the tip thereof. In addition, the long tool 7 for 
medical treatments or diagnoses is accommodated in 
the first lumen 5. 

The long tool 7 for medical treatments or diagnoses 
is identical to those described above in connection with 
the medical tube according to the second embodiment 
of the present invention and the tool 7 can likewise be 
connected to the cylindrical balloon 4 by the same meth- 
ods explained above. Figs. 8 and 9 also show an em- 
bodiment having a built-in endoscope for observing bi- 
ological tissues or the interior of the tubular organs, as 
the tool 7 for medical treatments or diagnoses and the 
endoscope is also identical to that explained above. 

The medical tube according to the third embodi- 
ment of the present invention comprises the lumen 
which is opened at the periphery of the tip of the shaft 
tube 3 and therefore, the tube permits the injection of a 
fluid into biological tissues or tubular organs or the suc- 
tion of a fluid therefrom. Moreover, the angle of bending 
and the shape of the bent balloon or the medical tube 
provided with the balloon can arbitrarily be changed in 
proportion to the controlled pressure of the fluid pres- 
sure controller if the first lumen 5, which communicates 
with the interior of the balloon 4, is connected to the 
source of a pressing fluid through the fluid pressure con- 
troller, when practically using the medical tube, as has 
been explained above in connection with the medical 
tube equipped with the balloon as shown in Fig. 4 and 
the extent of the bending can continuously be changed 
in response to the fluid pressure. For this reason, the 
medical tube allows the tool for medical treatments or 
disgnoses to proceed to a desired direction. For in- 
stance, when the medical tube having a built-in endo- 
scope is forced in a biological tubular cavity, the branch- 
ing through which the tube can advance towards a de- 
sired site can appropriately be selected while observing 
and confirming with the endoscope to thus be able to 
precisely specify the site to be examined. Moreover, the 
medical tube has a quite simple structure and the diam- 
eter thereof can be made very small. 

In the medical tube according to the third embodi- 
ment of the present invention, the angle of bending of 
the bent balloon or medical tube can arbitrarily be 
changed in proportion to the controlled pressure applied 
by the fluid pressure controller and the pulse-like pres- 
sure-generating pulsatile pump if the first lumen 5, which 
communicates with the interior of the balloon 4, is con- 
nected to the source of a pressing fluid through the fluid 
pressure controller and to the pulse-like pressure-gen- 
erating pulsatile pump, when practically using the med- 
ical tube, and the extent of the bending can continuously 
be changed in response to the fluid pressure and the 
pulse-like pressure, as has been explained above in 
connection with the medical tube shown in Figs. 4 and 
5. Accordingly, one can precisely specify the direction 
along which the medical tube should be forced into bio- 
logical tissues while separating the biological tissues 
and observing and confirming the condition with the en- 



doscope. Moreover, the medical tube has a quite simple 
structure and the diameter thereof can be made very 
small. 

Fig. 10 shows the balloon 4 of the medical tube, as 
5 shown in Fig. 7, equipped with a balloon shown in Fig. 
1, in its bent state, and more specifically, the balloon 
which is bent toward the side of the relatively low stretch- 
able section by connecting the first lumen 5 communi- 
cating with the interior of the balloon 4 to the fluid pres- 
to sure source through the fluid pressure controller and in- 
jecting a fluid into the balloon 4. The extent of the bend- 
ing can continuously be changed in response to the 
magnitude of the fluid pressure. 

Fig. 11 shows the balloon 4 of the medical tube 
'5 equipped with a balloon shown in Fig. 4, which is bent 
in an S-shaped form, and more specifically, the balloon 
4 which is bent in an S-shaped form toward the side of 
the relatively low stretchabte section by connecting the 
first lumen 5 communicating with the interior of the bal- 
20 loon 4tothefluid pressure source through the fluid pres- 
sure controller and injecting a fluid into the balloon 4; or 
by connecting the lumen 5 to the pulse-like pressure- 
generating pulsatile pump and injecting a fluid into the 
balloon 4 in a series of pulses. The extent of the bending 
25 can continuously be changed in response to the magni- 
tude of the fluid pressure. 

The balloon for medical tubes according to the 
present invention as well as applications thereof have 
been described above in detail with reference to the em- 
30 bodiments shown in the accompanying drawings, but 
the present invention is not restricted to these specific 
ones at all. 

As has been discussed above in detail, the medical 
tube of the present invention does not require the use 

35 of any complicated structure and the diameter thereof 
can be made small. Moreover, the bending angle of the 
tip thereof is greatly affected by the fluid pressure ap- 
plied and therefore, the angle can freely be changed by 
controlling the pressure. Thus, the present invention can 

40 provide a medical tube having a variable bending ability 
and hence a direction-selecting function, one can thus 
positively approach the medical tube to a desired site in 
biological tissues by appropriately adjusting the bending 
angle of the balloon and the present invention can also 

45 provide a medical tube structure having an ability of var- 
iable bending motions and an ability of separating bio- 
logical tissues. 



50 Claims 

1 . A cylindrical balloon for medical tubes, which is sus- 
ceptible to bending operations, comprising a low 
stretchable section formed, by a partial cross-link- 

55 ing treatment, on the balloon along the circumfer- 
ential direction thereof. 

2. The cylindrical balloon for medical tubes suscepti- 
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ble to bending operations as set forth in claim 1 
wherein the cross-linking treatment is a radiation 
cross-linking treatment. 

3. The cylindrical balloon for medical tubes suscepti- 
ble to bending operations as set forth in claim 1 or 
2 wherein the low stretchable section formed by 
cross-linking extends over less than a half of the cir- 
cumferential region on the cylindrical balloon, along 
the axial direction thereof. 

4. The cylindrical balloon for medical tubes suscepti- 
ble to bending operations as set forth in claim 1 , 2 
or 3 wherein a first low stretchable section formed 
by a cross-linking treatment partially extends over 
less than a half of the circumferential region on the 
cylindrical balloon, along the axial direction thereof, 
a second low stretchable section formed by a cross- 
linking treatment partially extends over less than a 
half of the circumferential region on the cylindrical 
balloon, along the axial direction thereof, and the 
first and second sections are circumferentially ar- 
ranged in opposite directions on the balloon and are 
arranged so that they are not in line with each other 
in the axial direction of the balloon. 

5. The cylindrical balloon for medical tubes suscepti- 
ble to bending operations as set forth in claim 4 
wherein the first and second sections substantially 
do not overlap with each other in the axial direction 
of the balloon. 

6. A medical tube equipped with a balloon comprising: 

a shaft tube for being inserted into a living body; 
a cylindrical balloon liquid-tightly connected to 
the shaft tube at the periphery of the tip thereof; 
a first lumen which is formed within the shaft 
tube and which communicates with the interior 
of the balloon; and 

at least one second lumen which is formed with- 
in the shaft tube and which is opened at the tip 
of the shaft tube; 

wherein the cylindrical balloon comprises a low 
stretchable section which is formed on the circum- 
ferential region on the balloon by a partial cross- 
linking treatment. 

7. The medical tube equipped with a balloon as set 
forth in claim 6 wherein the cylindrical balloon used 
comprises a first low stretchable section formed by 
a cross-linking treatment, which partially extends 
over less than a half of the circumferential region 
on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial direction 
thereof; and a second low stretchable section 
formed by a cross-linking treatment, which partially 
extends over less than a half of the circumferential 



18 

region on the cylindrical balloon, along the axial.di- 
rection thereof, wherein the first and second sec- 
tions are circumferentially arranged in opposite di- 
rections on the balloon and are arranged so that 
5 they are not in line with each other in the axial di- 
rection of the balloon. 

8. A medical tube equipped with a balloon comprising: 

10 a shaft tube for being inserted into a living body; 

a cylindrical balloon, one end of which is liquid- 
tightly connected to the shaft tube at the tip 
thereof; 

a long tool for medical treatments or for diag- 
'5 noses, whose tip portion is liquid-tightly con- 

nected to the other end of the balloon directly 
or indirectly; and 

a first lumen which is formed within the shaft 
tube and communicates with the interior of the 
20 balloon so that a liquid can pass through the 

balloon and which accommodates the long tool 
for medical treatments or for diagnoses; 

wherein the cylindrical balloon comprises a low 
25 stretchable section which is partially formed on the 
circumferential region on the balloon by a cross- 
linking treatment. 

9. The medical tube equipped with a balloon as set 
30 forth in claim 8 wherein it further comprises at least 

one second lumen which is formed within the shaft 
tube and is opened at the periphery on the tip of the 
shaft tube. 
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